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After completing this lab, you will be better able to: 

�  Work with masterpages 

�  Work with style sheets 

�  Create Themes 

�  Utilize features and feature stapling 
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In this lab, you will produce a solution which customizes a standard Windows 
SharePoint Services 3.0 site with a splash page, style sheet and theme. You will 
learn about a number of features which enable a developer to customize the look 
of a SharePoint site.   
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This exercise creates a simplified master page and an ASPX splash page that references the custom master and 
deploys them both using SharePoint Features.  In order to determine whether the splash page is displayed or not, the 
default.aspx page is altered to utilize cookies.  The splash page contains an image which is displayed using a 
SharePoint delegate control. 

 

Tasks Detailed Steps 

Complete the following 
tasks on: 

 WSS 

1. Creating a new 
solution 

Note: In this task you begin the process of branding a SharePoint by creating a Visual 
Studio solution containing the skeleton of the SharePoint solution. 

a. Open Visual Studio 2008by clicking on Start Menu | All Programs | Microsoft 
Visual Studio 2008 | Microsoft Visual Studio 2008. 

b. From the Visual Studio menu select File | New | Project.  

c. Visual Studio will display the New Project dialog window. 

d. In the New Project dialog box, expand Visual Basic then select SharePoint and 
choose the Empty Template. 

e. Name the project PageBranding. 

f. Enter C:\SPHOLS\Labs\Lab 07 – Page Branding for the Location. 

g. Name the solution SPHOL_PageBranding. 

 

Note: The Empty project template is one of the five non-workflow templates included 
in the VSeWSS 1.2 release.  It acts as an empty container, allowing the addition of 
project items as requirements demand.  Using any of the other project templates 
would likely add features that are not required, so the use of the Empty template is 
useful for keeping the solution clean.   

The benefit of using a VSeWSS template is that additional SharePoint specific 
capabilities are provided such as simpler deployment and easier maintenance of files 
through the WSP View. 
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h. Click OK. 

i. Right click the PageBranding project and select Properties. The Project 
Properties will be displayed. 

j.  Select the Application tab if it is not already selected. 

k. Set the Root Namespace to PageBranding.

 

l. Select the Debug tab. 

m. Set the Start URL  to http://spvm.

 

2. Adding SharePoint 
modules 

a. In the Solution Explorer, right click on the PageBranding project and select 
Add | New Item. 

b. Visual Studio will display the Add New Item dialog dialogue box. 

c. Select SharePoint from the Categories pane, then Module from the Templates 
pane. 

d. Name the module MasterPageSplash. 

 

e. Click Add. 

f. In the Solution Explorer delete sample.txt from MasterPageSplash. This is a 
placeholder file created by VSeWSS. 

g. In the Solution Explorer right click on the PageBranding project and select Add | 
New Item. 

h. Under Visual Basic Project Items select SharePoint | Module. 

i. Name the module SplashPage. 

j.  Click Add. 
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k. Delete sample.txt from SplashPage also. 

l. In the Solution Explorer right click on the PageBranding project and select Add | 
New Item. 

m. Under Visual Basic Project Items select SharePoint | Module. 

n. Name the module DelegateImageControl. 

o. Click Add. 

p. Again, delete sample.txt from DelegateImageControl.  

3. Creating a Master 
Page 

a. In Windows Explorer, copy simple.master from C:\Program Files\Common 
Files\Microsoft Shared\web server extensions\12\TEMPLATE\LAYOUTS\ . 

b. In the Visual Studio Solution Explorer, right click the MasterPageSplash folder 
and paste simple.master.   

c. Rename simple.master to MasterPageSplash.master. 

d. Open MasterPageSplash/Module.xml. Module.xml includes the following 
elements: 

<Module> The <Module> node defines the Name of the module, the 
Url  destination of the files contained within the Module and 
other optional attributes such the List  ID and Path. 

<File> Multiple <File> elements can be defined within a Module.  
Each <File> defines a Path for the source file, a Url  for the 
target file and a Type to determine how the file will be stored 
in SharePoint.   

Type  has two possible values – Ghostable and 
GhostableInLibrary .  When deploying a file (such as a 
page or master page) to a document library (such as Shared 
Documents or the Master Page catalog) the Type should 
always be GhostableInLibrary . 

  

e. Inside the <Module> node add a Url  attribute and set it to 
Url= " _catalogs/masterpage" .  

f. Alter the <File> Path attribute to Path=" MasterPageSplash.master".  

g. Alter the <File> Url  attribute to Url= "MasterPageSplash.master".   

h. Add a Type attribute <File> as Type="GhostableInLibrary ".

 

Note: The Master Page module is now complete. 

4. Creating a Splash 
Page 

a. Using Windows Explorer, navigate to the lab Resources\VB folder, 
C:\SPHOLS\Labs\Lab07_PageBranding\Resources\VB. 

b. Copy Splash.aspx. 
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c. In the Solution Explorer right click on the SplashPage module and paste 
Splash.aspx. 

d. Open splash.aspx and examine its contents.  Note the ContentPlaceHolder and 
within it the DelegateControl.  The ControlId  property of the DelegateControl is 
important – it will be used later to define the real control to insert here. 

e. Open SplashPage\Module.xml. 

f. Set the <Module> Url  attribute to “” .  This will deploy the files to the root folder 
of the site. This will cause the splash page to be provisioned to the site root. 

g. Inside the <Module> node alter the <File> Path and Url  attributes to 
”Splash.aspx”.   

h. In the Solution Explorer right click on the SplashPage module and select Add | 
New Item.  The result should be as follows.

 

i. Select the Visual Basic Project Items category and select Class as the template.  

j.  Using the ASP .NET 2.0 convention for code behind files, rename the file to 
Splash.aspx.vb. This is not required for the code behind page to work but is a 
good convention to follow. 

k. Add a reference to System.Web and Microsoft.SharePoint assemblies by right 
clicking on the PageBranding project and selecting Add Reference. 

l. The Add Reference dialog will be displayed. 

m. From the .NET tab select the System.Web and Windows SharePoint Services 
components.

 

n. Click OK. 

o. Replace the code in Spash.aspx.vb with the following. 

��������	
�����
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p. The page inherits from the normal ASP.NET 2.0 Page class. The code in the 
Page_Load event handler simply creates a new cookie. 

q. Open Splash.aspx and examine the Inherits attibute in the <%@ Page %> tag at 
the top of the file.  The attibute is a five-part fully qualified name of the code 
behind class. The five parts are [type name], [assembly name], [version], 
[culture], [public key token].  
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Note: Do not include line breaks as shown above, they are included here for 
readability. You will need to change the PublicKeyToken value to be the unique 
PublicKeyToken of your assembly. 

PublicKeyTokens from VSeWSS Project Templates - When using VSeWSS to create 
projects,  the Strong Name Key file (.SNK) that is used is part of the project template 
distributed by Microsoft. Therefore, the PublicKeyToken in this SNK file is the same 
for all projects and all users of VSeWSS.  You should always replace this SNK file with 
one of your own.   

r.  To retrieve the PublicKeyToken of your assembly you will need to Build  the 
project. 

s. Open an instance of the Visual Studio Command Prompt. This is found under 
Start | All Programs | Visual Studio 2008 | Visual Studio Tools menu option or 
use the shortcut in the Links folder on the Desktop 

t. Change to the bin\debug directory of your project, 
C:\SPHOLS\Labs\Lab07_PageBranding\SPHOL_PageBranding\PageBrandi
ng\bin\debug. 
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u. Type SN.exe –Tp PageBranding.dll. 

v. Copy the Public key token value – not the long Public key value. 

w. Replace the PublicKeyToken in Splash.aspx. 

5. Creating a new 
home page 

a. Using Windows Explorer copy the provided Welcome.aspx file from the lab 
resource folder, C:\SPHOLS\Labs\Lab07_PageBranding\Resources\VB. 

b. In the Solution Explorer paste Welcome.aspx to the SpashPage module. 

c. Open SplashPage/Module.xml. 

d. Add a new <file> node and set the Path and Url attributes to ”Welcome.aspx”. 

 

e. Right click on the SplashPage folder and select Add | New Item. 

f. Select the Visual Basic Project Items category and select Class as the template.  

g. Using the ASP.net 2.0 convention for code behind files, name the file 
Welcome.aspx.vb.  This is not required for the code behind page to work but is a 
good convention to follow. 

h. Click Add. 

i. Replace the code in Welcome.aspx.vb with the following. The page inherits from 
the SharePoint WebPartPage class. It code looks for the cookie that is inserted by 
the splash page.  If the cookie does not exist then the page will redirect the client 
browser to the splash page. 
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j.  Open Welcome.aspx and change the Inherits  attribute in the Page tag at the top 
of the file as shown below. 
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Note: You will need to change the PublicKeyToken value to be the unique 
PublicKeyToken of your assembly as shown in the previous task for Splash.aspx. 

6. Replacing 
Default.aspx 

Note: Feature Receivers - Feature Receivers are used to deploy coded customizations 
to a site.  They are the recommended mecahnism for much of the customization 
possible with SharePoint as you have complete fine-grained control of all aspects of a 
SharePoint installation. 

A Feature Receiver is a class that defines methods that are called by SharePoint 
during the event life cycle of a Feature.  The following Feature events can be handled: 
Feature Installed, Feature Uninstalling, Feature Activated, Feature Deactivating.   

a. In the Solution Explorer right click on the PageBranding project and select Add | 
New Item. 

b. Select the Visual Basic Project Items category and select Class. 

c. Name the class file SplashPageReceiver.vb.  

d. Click Add. 

Note: SPFeatureReceiver is an abstract class and so we must implemented all the 
abstract methods irrespective of whether we are using them or not.  For this exercise 
we are only interested in the FeatureActivated event.   

e. Replace the code in the SplashPageReceiver class file with the following. 
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f. Build  the project and correct any errors. 

g. Select View | Other Windows | Wsp View then click the refresh button on the 
Wsp View toolbar.  WSP View should look as follows.

 

h. Open SplashPage/feature.xml. 

i. Inside the <Feature> node add a ReceiverClass attribute and set it to  

"PageBranding.SplashPageReceiver" 

 
Note: This is the full Namespace and class name for the event receiver. 

j.  Inside the <Feature> node add a ReceiverAssembly attribute and set its value to: 

,������������$� ������-?�@�@�@$��������-�������$�
������A�
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Note: You will need to change the PublicKeyToken value to be the unique 
PublicKeyToken of your assembly. 

k. The full file should look similar to the following.

 

l. Open manifest.xml. 

m. Extend the Assembly attribute to include the following SafeControls element.   

Note: Safe Controls - SharePoint is a very secure platform!  Any custom code you 
create in Web Parts, feature receivers or page code behind must be ‘registered’ in the 
web.config file as safe. 

Safe Controls are added to the site web.config during provisioning of the solution.   

VSeWss will automatically add a Safe Control definition to the manifest for Web Part 
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features but code behind it is necessary to add this definition manually. 
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n. The updated manifest.xml file should look as follows.

 
o. Select File | Save All. 

7. Creating a Delegate 
Image Control 

Note: SharePoint Delegate Control - A Delegate Control is used to dynamically 
insert a user or server control onto a page during page composition.  Delegate 
controls enable a pluggable architecture that is facilitated with Features. Feature 
scoping can be utilized to control how global the changes are within a SharePoint site, 
site collection, Web application or farm. 

a. In Visual Studio select the PageBranding project and using the right click 
context menu select Add | New Item.  

b. Choose SharePoint as the category and Template as the template.  

Note: Templates - Templates are a simple way of copying files to the SharePoint 12 
folder, unlike modules which are SharePoint Features that can be activated and 
deactivated.  As such you should only use Templates to copy files that need to be 
globally visible to all sites.  User Controls and Themes fall into this category.   

In VSeWSS the Templates folder maps directory to the TEMPLATE folder in the 
SharePoint 12 folder.   

c. Name the template file DelegateImageControl.ascx.

 

d. Click Add. 

e. Right click on the new Templates folder and select Add | New Folder.  

f. Name this folder CONTROLTEMPLATES . Note, there are no spaces in 
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CONTROLTEMPLATES. 

Note: Control Templates - The CONTROLTEMPLATES folder is located in the 
SharePoint 12 folder and is mapped to the site virtual directory _controltemplates.  
User controls such as the one created here must be copied to this directory.   

You may also notice that this folder is not visible from SharePoint Designer. 
SharePointDesigner only displays files that exist in the virtualized file system.  
_controltemplates is not a virtualized folder. 

g. Right click on the new CONTROLTEMPLATES  folder and select Add | New 
Folder 

h. Name this folder SPHOLS. 

i. Drag the DelegateImageControl.ascx file to the new SPHOLS folder.

 

j.  Open DelegateItemControl.ascx and replace the contents with the following. 
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k. Create a new folder under Templates called IMAGES.  

l. Right click on the new IMAGES  folder and select Add | New Folder 

m. Name this folder SPHOLS. 

n. Using Windows Explorer copy the SharePointLogo.png image from the 
Resources folder C:\SPHOLS\Labs\Lab07_PageBranding\Resources to the new 
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IMAGES\SPHOLS folder.  

o. In Visual Studio using the Solution Explorer open 
DelegateImageControl/Module.xml. 

p. Remove the <Module> node completely. 

q. Add the following xml to the <Elements> node. 

5����������-,	�����������������,�
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Note: Controls - The <Control> node is used to define the replacement for a named 
delegate control. The Id of the control must match the ControlId property of the 
delegate control in the splash page.  The sequence number is used when more than 
one control is defined with the same Id.  In this case, the control with the lowest 
Sequence number will be used.  The ControlSrc property points to a user control 
.ASCX file, but by using the ControlClass and ControlAssembly attributes you can 
also specify a server control.  Additional property values for the specific control can 
be included using <Property> nodes within the <Control>.  

r.  From the Visual Studio menu select View | Other Windows | WSP View then 
click the refresh button on the Wsp View toolbar.  

s. The WSP View should display something similar to the image below.
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8. Deployment a. The PageBranding project is now ready to deploy and test. 

b. In Visual Studio, select the PageBranding project in the Solution Explorer tool 
window.  Using the right click context menu select Deploy.  

c. Once the site has deployed, open a browser and enter the following url: 
http://spvm.   

d. The splash page, as in the image below, should be seen.

 

e. If you click Go back to site or View The Site then the default page will display.  

f. To see the splash page again, delete the related cookie, exit all Internet Explorer 
instances and navigate to the site (IE must be restarted!). 

g. Alternatively, browse to the splash page directly using the following URL: 
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http://spvm/splash.aspx  
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In this exercise you will learn how to provision a style sheet into a SharePoint site using a Feature. This Feature is 
then ‘attached‘ to three site templates using the technique of Feature Stapling.  When a new site is created using 
one of these templates the Feature is automatically activated and thus the new style sheet is provisioned. 

 

Tasks Detailed Steps 

Complete the following 
tasks on: 

 WSS 

1. Adding a new 
stapling Feature 
module 

Note: Feature Stapling - In previous versions of SharePoint it was very difficult to 
create customizations to the built-in functionality provided by Microsoft.  Applications 
would often require alterations to files that could be overwritten by service packs or 
by other applications.  The technique of Feature stapling is a mechanism included in 
WSS 3.0 to resolve this issue. 

A module will be created which contains the files that are to be stapled to a site 
template. 

A stapling Feature is a Feature that links another Feature to a site template.  The 
following tasks will demonstrate how to create a basic stapling Feature. 

a. From the Solution Explorer in Visual Studio right click on the PageBranding 
project and select Add | New Item. 

b. Select Visual Basic Project Items | SharePoint | Module. 

c. Name the module NewBrand.

 

d. Click Add. 

e. Delete the placeholder sample.txt from the NewBrand module. 

f. Use Windows Explorer to copy newBrand.css from the lab Resources folder, 
C:\SPHOLS\Labs\Lab07_PageBranding\Resources  to the NewBrand module.   

g. Open NewBrand/Module.xml.   

h. Inside the <Module> node add a Url attribute and set it to 
Url=”_catalogs/masterpage”.  

i. Alter the <File> Path and Url attributes to ”newBrand.css”.   
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j.  Alter the <File> Type attribute to Type=”GhostableInLibrary”.

 

k. In the Solution Explorer right click on the PageBranding project and select Add | 
New Item. 

l. Select the Visual Basic Project Items category and then select Class. 

m. Name the class NewBrandReceiver.vb. 

 

n. Click Add. 

o. Replace the code in the NewBrandReceiver class file with the following.  As for 
the SplashPageReceiver in the previous exercise, you only need to alter the 
FeatureActivated method, but the remaining overrides must also be implemented 
for the base abstract class, SPFeatureReceiver.   

p. The FeatureActivated below sets the SharePoint Web’s Alternate CSS to 
newBrand.css. 
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q. Build  the project and correct any errors. 

r. Select View | Other Windows | Wsp View then click the refresh button on the 
Wsp View toolbar. 

s. Open NewBrand/feature.xml. 

t. Inside the <Feature> node add a ReceiverClass attribute and set it to 
"PageBranding.NewBrandReceiver".  This is the full Namespace and class 
name for the Feature Receiver. 

u. Inside the <Feature> node add a ReceiverAssembly attribute and set its value to. 

������������$ ������-?�@�@�@$�������-�������$������ A�
<�)�
�-55������A�<�)��==��

 

Note: The exact PublicKeyToken value will be different on your machine.  This is the 
same value used for the SplashPageReceiver in the previous exercise – it is safe to 
copy the attribute from SplashPage/feature.xml. 

v. The full file should look similar to the following.

 

2. Adding a new 
stapler 

Note: The NewBrand module contains the items that are stapled to a Site Template.  
You now need to create a module that will perform the actual staple.  

Feature Stapling is not a function that is directly supported by the VSeWSS.  However 
using the following steps it is possible to create generic features. 

a. In the Solution Explorer in Visual Studio right click on the PageBranding 
project and select Add | New Item.  

b. Select Visual Basic Project Items | SharePoint | Module. 

c. Name the module NewBrandStapler.
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d. Click Add. 

e. In the Solution Explorer, delete sample.txt from the NewBrandStapler module. 

f. Open NewBrandStapler\Module.xml. 

g. Delete the entire <Module>  node from inside the <Elements>. 

h. Inside the <Elements> node add three <FeatureSiteTemplateAssociation> 
nodes. Each node will need Id  and TemplateName attributes . 

i. The Id  element will be the GUID of the NewBrand Feature. This can be found 
by opening the NewBrand\Feature.xml in WSP View and copying the Id 
attribute from within the <Feature> node. 

 
j.  The TemplateName attribute specifies which site template to staple the Feature 

to.  The TemplateName is found in 
file 12\TEMPLATE\1033\XML\WEBTEMP.XML .  STS is the name of the site 
template and #0, #1, #2 is the configuration.  The staple associates the module 
with Blank Site, Team Site and Document Workspace.  The Module.xml should 
now look similar to the following:

 
k. Select View | Other Windows | Wsp View then click the refresh button on the 

Wsp View toolbar. You should see a new untitled Feature appear.  
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Note: VSeWSS is unable to determine the correct name for this Features as it is not a 
directly supported Feature type. 

l. Select the new Untitled2 feature and press F2 to rename. (If the new feature is 
already named NewBrandStapler you can skip to step p). 

m. Rename the Feature to NewBrandStapler.   

n. Also change the folder within the Feature to the same name.

 

o. In the NewBrandStapler folder, open the feature.xml file and change the Title  
to New Brand Stapler. 

p. In NewBrandStapler\feature.xml alter the scope attribute from Web to Farm. 
Feature staplers must be provisioned at the SharePoint farm level as the Site 
Templates are Features installed at this level.The final feature.xml should look as 
follows. 

 

3. Deploy and Test a. The updated PageBranding project is now ready to deploy.   

b. In the Solution Explorer select the PageBranding project. Using the right click 
context menu select Deploy.  

Note: Having Problems Deploying? - You may receive an error when deploying the 
project to SharePoint: Value cannot be null. If this occurs: 

1. Close Visual Studio 
2. Remove the solution from SharePoint using the generated SETUP.BAT file in the 
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bind\debug folder of the project.  Run SETUP.BAT /U. 
3. Deploy the PageBranding project SETUP.BAT. 
4. Restart Visual Studio, open the SPHOL_PageBranding solution and deploy 

PageBranding using VSeWSS. 

c. Once the site has deployed, browse to the site by opening a browser at 
http://spvm/. 

Note: When the site is deployed using Visual Studio, VSeWSS automatically activates 
the site features.  Farm scoped features are automatically activated by SharePoint – 
VSeWSS does not need to do this. 

d. If a theme is not currently activated then the newbrand.css should affect the look 
of the default.aspx page. If a theme is active then the theme will override the 
style sheet changes. 

4. Creating a new site 
that leverages the 
stapling Feature 

Note: The stapling Feature is activated when creating a new site.  To test this you can 
create a new sub site under the root site collection. 

a. Browse to the root site. http://spvm/. The home page should already have the 
new CSS applied because VSeWSS has activated the stapling Feature during 
deployment. 

b. Select Site Actions | Create. 

c. Select Web Pages | Sites and Workspaces. 

d. Give the New SharePoint Site a Title, Description and URL.  

e. Select the Team Site Template. 

f. Click the Create button at the bottom of the page. 

g. You should now have a new sub site that utilizes the styles from newBrand.css. If 
you view the source of the page from your browser, you will be able to style sheet 
link at the top of the page. 

<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" 
href="_catalogs/masterpage/newbrand.css" /> 

 

Note: There is a reference to CORE.CSS prior to this style sheet link.  If a theme is 
applied to the site, its style sheet link would appear after newbrand.css. 

h. Open Microsoft Office SharePoint Designer 2007 by going to Start Menu | 
Programs | Microsoft Office | Microsoft Office SharePoint Designer 2007. 

i. Open the site http://spvm.  Note the MasterPageSplash.master and 
newBrand.css under _catalogs/masterpage. Also note the default.aspx and 
splash.aspx under the root of the site.
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j.  Open the new sub site in SharePoint Designer.  Note that the newBrand.css file is 
present in the masterpage catalog, but splash.aspx is not and the default page 
should be the original unaltered version.   

Note: The splash page and default page are activated when the SplashPage Feature is 
deployed from Visual Studio.  When the new site is created only the stapled Feature, 
NewBrand, is activated on the site.  However, the SplashPage and related Features 
can be activated manually for the sub site using the Site Features page available from 
the site’s Site Settings page. 

k. In the browser, navigate to the sub site you created earlier.  From the Site Actions 
menu select Site Settings.  Click Site Features under the Site Administration 
menu. 

 

l. The NewBrand Feature is activated but the Delegate Image Control, 
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SplashPage and MasterPageSplash Features are not.  You can manually activate 
all three Features which will allow the splash page functionality to work on the 
sub site. 

Note: To see the splash page work for the sub site you will first need to clear the 
browser cookie and restart your browser. 

m. Select Tools | Internet Options in Intergen Explorer. 

n. In the Browsing history section click the Delete button.  

o. In the Cookies section click the Delete cookies button. 

p. Close and restart the browser to clear any caching of cookies. 

Note: As the splash page creates the same cookie for all sites you will only see the 
splash page once.  In a real application you should use a cookie name that is tied to 
the specific site. 
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This exercise allows the creation of a new theme which can be selected from within SharePoint to change the look 
and feel of a Web site. 

 

Tasks Detailed Steps 

Complete the following 
tasks on: 

 WSS 

1. Adding a new theme 

Note: Why Use Themes? - Themes are a way of applying a global style to a site for 
the following reasons: 

·  Theme style sheets are linked into pages last so can overwrite customizations in 
the Alternate CSS files. 

·  Themes can be easily selected by authorized users whereas style sheets needs to 
be deployed to the server by a machine administrator. 

·  Themes can apply style changes at a more granular level and include images. 
·  Themes are applied to site admin pages as well as user visible pages. 

Under the PageBranding project navigate to the Templates folder that was added 
during Exercise 01.  

 
a. Add a new folder underneath the Templates folder called THEMES.  

b. Inside the THEMES folder, add a new folder called SPHOLS. 

c. Copy newBrand.css from the NewBrand folder to the SPHOLS folder and 
rename it to theme.css. 

d. Right click on the SPHOLS template folder and select Add | New Item. 

e. Select the Visual Basic Project Items category.  Select Text File and name the file 
SPHOLS.INF.

 

f. Click Add. 

g. Browse to the SharePoint 12 folder C:\Program Files\Common Files\Microsoft 
Shared\web server extensions\12 and drill down to the 
TEMPLATE\THEMES\SIMPLE  folder.   

h. Locate the SIMPLE.INF  file.  Open the file in NotePad and copy the text from 
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the file and paste it into your SPHOLS.INF file.  

i. Change anywhere in the file where the original theme is referenced to SPHOLS.

 

j.  Copy the image thSPHOLS.gif from the Resources folder and paste this into the 
Templates\IMAGES folder in the Solution Explorer.  This is a Preview image 
of the Theme that SharePoint will display to the user when selecting the Theme.  
The final solution should look like the following image.
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2. Deploy and Test Note: The theme is now almost done. 

a. In the Solution Explorer select the PageBranding project. Using the right click 
context menu select Deploy.  

b. In Internet Explorer, navigate to the root site, http://spvm.  

c. Select SiteActions | Site Settings | Look and Feel | Site theme.  
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Note:  The new SPHOLS theme is not displayed in the list of available themes.  What 
went wrong?  Noting – there is one more manual step to perform to add the new theme 
to this list. 

d. Browse to C:\Program Files\Common Files\Microsoft Shared\web server 
extensions\12\TEMPLATE\LAYOUTS\1033\SPTHEMES.XML. 

e. Open SPTHEMES.XML  in NotePad or Visual Studion. 

f. At the bottom of the file add a new <Templates> node. Add the following to the 
end of the <SPThemes> node: 
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g. Save the changes to SPTHEMES.XML .   

h. Return to the web browser and refresh the Site Theme page.  You should now see 
the Theme listed with a preview image.
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i. Select the SPHOL theme and click Apply . 

j.  The Site Settings page will be displayed, this time with the new theme applied.

 

k. In Internet Explorer  view the source of this page by right clicking and selecting 
View Source.  At the top of the source you will see <link>  elements for the 
various style sheets: 
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Note: Notice the ordering the style sheets applied.  The last css links if for the new 
theme.  When applied to a site, the theme is copied to the _themes folder in the 
selected site.  Because it is last it will override the Alternate CSS file that was stapled 
to the site.  
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